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ENG 366: Cultures of American
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LIFE ON WHEELS KUTZTOWN

THE GRAPES OF WRATH THE NOMADIC MILLERS

The Joad fami[y and their Journey for a new ﬁfe is made ’Unsatisﬁec[ with the conventional ﬁfe, Denver and Vanessa
}90551’6(6 Ey the Ford Super Six converted into caravan. It Miller decide to seek a g@ Of ao[venturefor tﬁeigamify Of
houses the ami[y and their few ge[mgmgg, gewmmg the 5. The Millers sell all their Be[ongings and decide to recon-
new site of homeliness and matriarchal wisdom }orovicfeof struct a school bus tofunction as their space Of home, school,
gy ‘Ma Joad. The jafojgy as coined gy Steinbeck becomes and adventure. This bus is an important creation of space,

a creation of sjgacec[ ngg[ucec[ fmm the need @f shelter on becoming the singufar social structure intersecting ﬁey ele-
the road. ments o society for the Miller famify.

BACKGROUND

‘American society is built on a founofation qf moofemity, based
around this notion qf moﬁi[ity. ‘Moﬁifity is critical to all the
intersections cf ﬁfe, it connects our Jofaces cf work, leisure, and
home. We as a society can construct space to ﬁt our needs. We
build roads and create structures to serve as our homes, Jofaces

entertainment, and business.

Thus space may be said to embrace { Inluh'llud.lj of Intersections, i.'ﬂ!:h.
with 1ts Eiﬁi-gﬁrdllucatinn. As for representations Ol the relations of
oduction. which subsume power relations, these oo occur In Spact

production,

Henri Lefeﬁwe

Wolfe, Ross. “The Works of Henri Lefebvre” The Charnel-House

Author Photo

ASSUMPTION

From these examjo[es anafyzeaf, Joeo]o&z can stretch the
[imits qf their creation and construction of space. CBy
merging the intersections qf ﬁfe with vehicle, a new social
jorocfuct emerges. This creates a new structural creation
of space that combines the uniclue intersections of society

that joeoyfe Joartici]oate n.

s higlnways

e

Millers, Nomadic. “Living
on a School Bus (Nomadic
Millers).” YouTube

Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath. Penguin, 2008
Least, Heat Moon William. Blue Highways: a Journey into America. Back Bay
Books/Little, Brown, 2013.

space contains them In the form of buldings, monuments and works of
art. Such frontal (and hence brutal) expressions of these relations do no

National Geographic Society, Dorothea Lange. “The Grapes of
Wrath?”

GHOST-DANCING

William Least-Heat Moon and his joumey of ﬁnowfec@e is made
Joossiﬁfe Ey a mobile recreation (f space named Ghost Dancing. It
becomes a movable structure meant to serve his purpose as space

of wisdom and nfuge on his joumey of ‘America. ‘Tjﬁoe tmve(ing
on the blue highwavys are the backroads that connect the forgot-
ten and Jaecuhgar places of ‘America. (jﬁost-@ancing is a means
for him to function in his new ﬁfe on the road. Clncmjaomtecf with
bed, faciﬁ’ties, and amenities; the van is a functioning structure

cajaaﬁfe to be [ived in.

Author Photo

Least-Heat Moon, William. “William Least Heat-Moon (Official).”
Facebook, William Least-Heat Moon, 1 Feb. 2016,

Above Images:
Journey, Tiny House Giant. “Family Downsizes to a School Bus to Live on the Road.” YouTube.

CONCLUSTION

Moﬁi[ity is c[ose[y tied with American moc[emity.
For society to function we need structures built,
space created, and a means to get to and from
these different Jofaces. Modernity has allowed the
ideas of our creation to expcmd./v fxpcmcf to the
Jooint that we can combine vehicle and space, cre-
ating a new spatia[ element c[esigneof to function
as the center of our cﬁﬁerent societal needs.
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