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The Owner-Built Home — Chapter 2
Volume IV — Design and Structure

Planning System:s:
The Court-Garden House

By Ken Kern

(continued from last month)

ROOF-GARDEN

Le Corbusier 1930

So much for the analysis of space; the average owner-builder
is no doubt more concerned with the tools and methods for evok-
ing these expansive emotions of discovery in his design and struc-
ture. It is important to know how to design so as to lead the ob-
server through a sequence of experiences revealing the dwelling
as an organic entity: a pattern of rhythms, effects, and ordinal
sequences, leading finally to climactic repose.

The creative problem essentially resolves itself into the de-
velopment of (1) scale and (2) Thythm in building.

Scale is dimension relative to man’s visual apprehension, or
to his physical size. When we perceive our environment we nat-

urally use the human body-size as a yardstick. The scale of the
mcdian human figurc-hcight has been conveniently expresced in

the 3-foot module. A module is a “little measure,”

a division-unit.

Perhaps the one most important tool of design and structure
economy is modular coordination. Modular layout refers to the
sizing of a building in relation to a basic division-unit. The 4-inch
module is most commonly used; 16-inch, 24-inch, and 4-foot mod-
ules are also used as gridwork design guides. All outside-wall
lines and interior partitions are designed to fall on the grid-

module.

The correct ordering and proportioning of modules is essen-
tial to good design. For the creation of an intimate environment,
for instance. one would employ a smaller module than in the rest
of the house (reduced sizes give an impression of coziness and a
general sense of ease. Each part must be somehow related to each
other and at the same time to the total composition. Proportion is
a composite of function and materials, scale and composition.
Scale in design is achieved through focus and contrast as well.
Color can be used effectively for focus: contrasts of light and
shadow and spatial sequences can also give desired results. In
contemporary design we use texture as an equivalent to orna-

mental detailing.

Design for rhythm in building is practically an unknown
concept, even though the capacity to respond to rhythm is innate
and basic to normal life. We can create rhythm in our designs
through the juxtaposition of colors and of textures, through the
patterning of volume, through the succession of areas of varying
light levels, through the spacing of free-standing columns. With
these design-aids we can create a slow and even rhythm (beat)
to suggest dignity and poised assurance in our composition. Or we
can introduce off-beats of such secondary elements as openings
and textured panels to create a gayer quality in our design.

Good architecture has been likened to “frozen music,
“liberty of movement.*”

Geoffrey Scott calls space

" and
In our dwell-

ing design we seek order, relationship and integral structure.
Order in musical notes creates melody; the relationship of notes

played produces harmony:

the structure of musical elements

plaved in a planned sequence produces a symphony.
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VIEWPOINT, A New School Idea,
Being Tried In Canada This Year

VIEWPOINT is a place where
children may broaden their inter-
ests and try their capacities in
relative freedom from the re-
stricted thinking of our culture.
Chuck and Helen Valentine feel
that our present school system
puts tco much emphasis on the
learning of present facts and
techniques. and not enough on

the acceptance and development
of the individual and his own in-
terests and excellencies. It does
not provide broad enough experi-
ence on which to base a life, nor
sufficient understanding of other
people. They say:

“We would like to operate
a school which would work to-
ward the development of cre-

ative and self-reliant individuals
who would have the built-in
flexibility needed for life in to-
morrow’s everchanging world.
This is beyond our present ca-
pacities, but we do feel able to
offer a summer experience for
children as an aid to this develop-
ment.

‘“We have been accepting a few
children of elementary school
age to live with our family and
take full part in the life of
our rural homestead, including
plenty of time for self-directed
play and projects, art, crafts, con-
struction, music, swimming, hik-
ing, riding, mountain climbing.
In 1966, if we can find personnel
ready to work with us, we will
welcome several more children
to this type of experience.

“Our location—Argenta, in the
mountains of southeastern Brit-
ish Columbia—is a small, unique
community with numerous hu-
man and physical resources, in a
setting of great natural beauty.

““Send for our brochure, visit
us if you have time, write us if
you don’‘t. If you like what you
see and hear, then send your
children and tell your friends.
Or if you happen to be educators
who are frustrated with the pres-
ent directions of education, join
us in our experiment with life.”

The address is C. & H. Valen-
tine, Argenta, B. C. Canada. The
phone is Duncan Lake 651.

Light In the
Midst of Darkness

My stop in New York City, re-
turning from the New England
festival, missed by less than a
week the Black Night of Nov. 9
when the massive centralized
power system broke down and
plunged everything into dark-
ness. That would seem a major
horror, but to the credit of the
Urbanites, there was little or no
panic.

What does seem strange is
that decentralization of power
has occurred to a few as a way
out. Rochdale Village, in Jack-
son Heights, was shining like a
cilver lalze in o blark desert This
is a 2-year-old cooperative apart-
ment project on the site of the
old Jamaica racetrack, and it
has its own generators fired by
natural gas and fuel oil. It buys
nothing from Consolidated Edi-
son. If its own $10,500,000 pow-
er plant breaks down, there are
two diesel engines that can take
over in 60 seconds.

Their power system is known
as a total-energy plant, because
the heat recovered from the gen-
erator engines provides heat, hot
water and air-conditioning for
the 21,000 persons in their 20
buildings (13 stories each). Roch-
dale Village is a project of the
United Housing Foundation, a
non-profit organization for mid-
dle-income, cooperative housing
Their Warbasse project in Coney
Island, consisting of five 24-
story buildings and housing
9,000, also has its own power
plant. It was dissatisfaction with
Con Ed rates that led UHF to
build its own power plants, and
they save more than half a mil-
lion dollars a year.—MJL

(advertisement)

Gandhi's Writings

AUTOBIOGRAPHY (cloth) 392p $2.50
TRUE EDUCATION, &00p 4.00
NONVIOLENT RES‘STANCE 404p 1.95
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FOR PAC!FISTS I 70
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7300, 47.50

KEY TO HEALTH, 83p 30
DIET AND DIET REFORM 189p i.15
NATURE CURE, 80p .45
by other authors:

RECOVERY OF CULTURE, by Henry
Bailey Stevens, 270p (cloth) 3.00

SUN IN THE SKY by Walter O Kane
(Hopi indians), 278p (cloth)

A COMPASS FOR CIVILIZATION by
Richard Gregg

THE BIG IDOL, by Rlchard Gregg
(analysis of money) .50

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, by Ammon Hen-

5.50
1.85

nacy, new edition, 500p (cloth) 3.00
THE JOURNAL OF HENRY DAVID
THOREAU, 2 vol., 1888p (cloth) 20.00

THE TWO VIET-NAMS, by Bernard Fall,
510p (cloth)

Secondhand, in sound condition:
Tolstoy's WORKS, 24 volumes (com-

plete to 1902), cloth 55.00
Dickens' COMPLETE WORKS, 15 vol-

umes, cloth 18.00
LES MISERABLES, by Victor Hugo,

unabridged, cloth 2.75

Al prices are postpaid.
Other titles may be requested.

GREENLEAF BOOKS
RFD. Raymond, New Hampshire

ADVERTISING RATES

Classified: 45¢ per line; mini-
mum 3 lines or $1.35; 30¢ per
line for repeats of same ad.

Per inch (8 lines), $3.20; $2 for
repeats. $25 per inch for 12 con-
secutive insertions. Average line
has 29 spaces.

Display: $4.40 per col. inch;
$3 for repeats of same ad; cuts
and mats acceptable.

Payment should accompany or-
der. Repeat insertions must be
paid 3 months in advance.

Write for yearly discounts, pro-
rated on client’s total year’s ex-
penditure with us.

Arthur Harvey, Advertising
Mgr., Raymond, New Hampshire.

Deadline: 10th of preceding
month (example, April 10 for the
May issue).

Read Our
Ads

Soil Aids

ROCK PHOSPHATE, Colloidal
Phosphate, Hybrotite (a potash
rock), Granite Dust, Nitomin;
also A & E Hybrotite. — Paul
Degler, 51 Bethlehem Pike, Col-
mar, Pa. (on Rt. 309). (6-5y)

Beauty Aids

PROTECT your hands with “On
Guard,” the farm-tested, most
effective hand cream. When all
else fails, this often helps. 2 ozs.,
$2, postpaid. With each order,
free “Cleanse With Care’” sam-
ple on request. Hedda Maar,
1472 Broadway, New York City
10036. (9-65)2

Books and Journals

MANKIND, GO HOME! by Rusel
Jaque is a 50-page looseleaf book
that will delight every true
lover of the simple life. Hand-
printed, green on lovely yellow
pages; profound expressions on
philosophy, nutrition, living.
P2 frozn School of Living, RBroole
ville, Ohio. 2-65)tt

ENJOY National Stock Dog mag-
azine, now including small ani-
mals and fowls. Quarterly; $2
one year; $5 for 3 years; sub-
scription including classified ad,
4 times only $7.00.—E. G. Eman-
uel, Rt. 1, Butler, Ind. 46721

n(9-63)ex9-12-3-6

“PEACE OF MIND THRU NA-
TURE” — guidebook to better
outdoor living, $1. Backwoods
Journal, Paradox 5, N. Y. (Jour-
nal subscription $2 a year, sam-
ple 35¢.) b(4-64)

DR. SHELTON’s “Hygienic Re-
view.” A unique Health maga-
zine — Radical, Revolutionary,
Fearless. 12 issues for $3. P. O.
Box 1277, San Antonio, Texas.

h(6-63)ex

THE BUG BOOK: recipes for
harmless insect controls. Mlus-
trations identify insects. Cross
indexed, recipes easy to find
and make at home. Plants to
repel insects and wild animals.
Order from Philbrick, Box—96;
Wilkinsonville, Mass. $3.65 pp.
5 copies 40% off. r(11-64)y
CAILFORNIA HOMEOWNER, a
24-page monthly, alive with
sound economics, and action to
return to the citizen the control
of his own affairs. $2 a year.—
1571 N. Gower St., Los Angeles,
Calif. 90028 c(5-65)ex
GO AHEAD AND LIVE! Even
as world trends worsen, our
200 page book is the more
needed. As people heed the
counsel here, the causes of war
are reduced and conditions for
peace created. Your copy for
$4 (send one or more to a friend
who would enjoy it), from the
School of Living, Brookville,
Ohio 45309. (6-65)
FITNESS — The comprehensive
natural health magazine which
covers organic nutrition and
health from the soil upwards.
33 a year (monthly), 35c a copy.
Fitness, 255 7th Ave., New York
City. (Published by Newman
Turner Publications, Ltd.).
(5-63)ex
HEALTH AND DAIRY GOATS.
Many healthful products from
dairy goats: milk, cheese, ferti-
lizer. National monthly maga-
zine, 82 yearly. Dairy Goat

THE GREEN REVOLUTION — 3
Januory, 1966
Journal, Box 836, Columbia 85,
Mo. d(6-63)ex

JUNE BURN’S book, “LIVING
HIGH.” Joyous account of home-
steading in San Juan Islands
and “troubadouring” through-
out the U. S. Illustrated edition
with Postseript, only $3.00 post-
paid to “Green Revolutionists”
(Reg. $4.50). Wellington Books,
346 Concord Ave., Belmont,
Mass. wi(4-65)y

Miscellaneous

PROMOTE PEACEMAKING
For vigorous, gummed-back and
durable stickers for auto bump-
er, “Blessed are The Peace-
makers,” write to Jack Sophir,
9120 Meyer Lane, Crestwood
26, Mo. s(1-66)3

HOME Flour Mills. Hand, mo-
torized. $12.50. Free literature.
W. Booher, 1028 Almeria, Coral
Gagles, Fla. (1-66)3

NON-SECTARIAN, kind widow
wishes to meet similarly intelli-
gent widower, about 70, who is
seeking a wholesome, devoted
home life with a mutual com-
panion in California. Mrs. F.
Jay, 621 Avalon Ave.. Santa
Rosa, Calif. 95401. (1-66)3

WILL REPAIR any broken plate
for $5. $1 extra for each missing
tooth. Send denture with remit-
tance to Dr. N. S. Hanoke, 224
Illinois, St. Joseph, Mo. 64504

- h(11-65)tf

Economic Independence? Learn
a craft while buying a going
business. My shop producing
handmade handbags, belts, san-
dals, etc., for sale to someone I
will train. Previous leather ex-
perience unnecessary but must
have stability and confidence
in working with hands. David
Stephens, 258 S. 16, Phila., Pa.

s(11-65)

HELP increase S.O.L. member-
ship; Clip and send us cartoons
or cartoon ideas (from maga-
zines, etc.) which express hu-
morously or satirically S.O.L.’s
critical look at our society. They
will be used as advertisements
for A Way Dut an enllage caxx

puses. Name and date of publi-
cation must be included. All
material returned on request.
Send to David Stephens, 258 S.

_16, Phila., Pa. s(11-65)

RUPTURED? PROVEN. New
Home Method. No surgery, no
shots, no lost time. Painless, in-
expensive, details free. Wolfe
Clinic, Dept. D, Box 145, ElKins,
W. Va. 26241 w(9-65)2

ENGLISH Horse Brasses, dis-
tinctive and decorative, $1.95
each. Unique Lucky Brass Door
Knocker, $2.49. Other interest-
ing offers; list free. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Variety Mart, Dept.
A-24, Melbourn., Balby, Don-
caster, England. v(12-65)1

TWENTY different amusingly
profound quotations of famous
philosophers (Voltaire, Darwin,
Nietzsche, Russell, etc.). Nicely
printed on 312x5% durable
cards. Perfect for stimulating
conversation, display, unique
postcards, etc. $1, from John
Webster, P. O. Box 1829, Mil-
waukee, Wisc. w(12-65)

RETIRED veg-fruitarian would
like to meet a health minded
woman, age 55-60, who would
appreciate beautiful home and
a man of my standard. Johnem,
117 S. W. 8th St., Hallandale,
Fla. 33009 j(12-65)

END ALL WAR!

Now available, 6x9 leaflet indi-
cating constructive action in
School of Living program to
build peace. Use in letters, on
marches, put on bulletin boards.
100 for $1: 400 for $3. School
of Living, Brookville, O. 45309

WRITERS

Y. pubiisher wants boeks on all suh]oct:l
ﬂctlon, nonfiction. No fee far profession
opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how your
beok can be published, publicized, sold; tips
and article reprints on writing, puhllshln[,
contracts., Write Dept.
EXPOSITION 385 Park Ave. So., N.Y. 16
t12A (1-86)1

living the good life

by Scott & Helen Nearing

Read details about their organic gar-
demng house and greenhouse building
on a New England homestead farm.

Clothbound Photos 210 pages $3.50
FOREST FARM, HARBORSIDE. MAINE




	Green Revolution
	1-1-1966

	Viewpoint, A New School Idea, Being Tried in Canada This Year
	Chuck Valentine
	Helen Valentine
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1560454527.pdf.WXXB6

